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Introduction

Sudan -V dyes belong 1o lipophilic azo dyes,
are illegally used as food additives, particularty i
chilli-containing foods (such as chilli-, cumy-

paim oi-contaming foodstuffs, frozen meat products

and spice mix), because of ther intense
color and low price. Aithough, Sudan HV
nol permitted woridwide, they had been

presence IS investigated regularly (since 2003) in
food i

. cosmetics, waxes, solvents, textiles, and so on.

Sudan Dyes ae dassiied as category 3
carcinogens by IARC and are therefore banned
from e use in food In the EU. They generate
metabolites that are converted to several active
mutagens and carcnogens in humans | eg
difierent amines (some of them classed as
category 2 carcinogens). Sudan dyes are used in
cosmetic products and animal testing has shown
that isomers of Sudan Il cause allergic reactions.
Futhermore, the nsk Increases n the case of
frequent consumplion.

Metabolism of Sudan dyes

The metabolism of chemical compounds in
different organs and, preferentially, In the iiver of
mammals may also be responsible  for
bicactivation, Instead of detoxification of parent
compounds, according to the metaboies that are

formed.
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Colorants hove been used for decades % give colors %o
different matesials for different purposes. Azo compound
ses have been questionsd in recent decades as the
consequence of several findings on their chionic toxcity,
mainly described in laboratory animals. In this review,
we discuss several sspects of Sudan dyes including
their uses and food contamnation, as well as the study
of their taxiclty, and metabolsm
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